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Established “to promote and maintain social intercourse and a spirit of E . Organized September 8, 1906
fraternity among its members; to more firmly cement the ties of consanguinity : ' : .

existing among the membership; and. . . to provide a place, park, grove orbuilding . - Incorporated October 3, 1910
wherein meetings or rezunions of its- members may be held from time to time. . »’ . : ‘ .
— From the charter of incorporation

36 Apple Avenue .
Gettysburg PA 17325
August 19, 2006.

To the members of the:historical“éommittee,

On- August 18, 2006 I met with Ted R. Meckley at hi's home, 258 .
Lindy Road, Seven Vellevys, for .about 45 minutes. Although he was
preparing for s business-relmted trip to Mexico, hevwas willing
to meet with me for that time. " ‘ o

- Born in 1947,he rememhers attending Bupp's Union Sundsy school
from the time he was s very small boy. When I ssked him whether he
remembered asnything sbout the first Tive directors of the Bupp's
Union Cemetery Association, who took office in 1936 and whom I
named for him, he recalled only one: Harvéy Lentz. He wes s veteran
member of the Sunday school, Ted seid, who from time to time had s
pert in the program, regularly wearing his perfect attendance badge,
complete with its long long string of annugl’ award.sttachments.

. Ted remembered. very little sbout how the.cemetery association
operated in its early years. When I osked him" to ldentify Harry
Leader, Jacobus, to whom a 1937 deéd wes to.be retirned after it
was recorded in ‘1962, he remembered the name. When I ‘asked him to
1dentify Raymond E. Meckley, to whom = 1966 deed, récorded in thet

~ year, was to be returned, he ssid that Reymond Meckley is his

fether. After one or more gtrokes, he now suffers from dementis and
is in s nursing home.. For many years Raymond Meckley was one of :
the directors of the Bupp's Union Cemetery Association snd for a
long time was its treasurer, i : -

As 2 teenager Ted ‘was chosen superintendent of: the Sundasy school,
- which for years attrscted enough interest in the neighborhood to be
. & functioning orgsnization. Ted told me what some hsve told me in
the psst. Persons sttended the Sunday school #nd then went to wor- .
ship services in the congregsetion of which they or their parents
‘were menbers. Ted. also told me whet others told me 1in the past.
For many years these congregations were four in number: Salem
Lutheren end Reformed (now United Church of Christ) in Jecobus,

- the Methodist church in Jacobus, and the Codorus Church of the
Brethren, I A - 0 : : v
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As long as Bupp's Union Sunday school was whet has been described
. as 8 functioning orgenization, the weekly offerings recelved were..
enough to meet the few expenses required‘to-keep the church (or ,
more properly meetinghouse) and graveyard in acceptsble repair., The

day came when thst was no longer the case. By about 1990 Sunday

. school'attendanqe had.droppi§);6/§66ut\twelve.. The few remeining
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members decided that the time hsad bome to discontinue the school. °
Ted remembers that these few members belonged to either the
Luthersn or United Church congregation in Jacobus.

The end of the sunday school raised the immediste question
of what to do with the graveyard. It is evident from what Ted told
me snd from an sccount which appeared in the VYork Daily Record
on November 23, 2002 (for which he contributed much GF the infor-
mation) that he recognized the historicel chsrséter of the grave-
yard and the need to preserve it. It is also evident from the
samé sources that he believed the best way, and meybe the only
wey, to accomplish this was by meking the meetinghouse svailable
on easy terms to a religious organization which would also care
for the graveyard.,

According to Ted, sbout:the~ gime the Sunday school cessed to
function -he did not know the exsct time - the board of directors
of the cemetery associstion was reorganized. It then consisted of
himself as president, Gary Shearer as vice president, Charlene
Shesrer as secretary, Raymond Meckley &s tressurer, and Glen Doll
as member,

Ted told me thet on seversl occasions about this time he tried
to interest some or all of the four former asssocisted churches
in supporting the cemetery associstion financielly, but to no
aveil. He 8lso named seversl Glatfelters to whom he had spoken
about support, but none sesmed interested enough to bring the
subject before the sssocistion board of directors. I have no

recollection of its ever being mentioned in a board meeting.

About 1987, and thus before the Sunday school was ebandoned, s
small congregation known as Souls'! Haven Temple Beptist church
begen using the meetinghouse snd caring for the graveysrd. On at
least one occasion the associstion board paid the church for its
work. About 2001 Souls' Haven left to merge with another congre-
gation elsewhere.

In an effort to asttract o new tenant, the cemetery essocistion
pleced a notice in 2 newsletter of the York County Council of
Churches. A response subsequently came from a group affiligted
with the American Catholic Church in the United Ststes. The ‘
discussions which followed resulted In an sgreement which altered
in 2 major way the authority for the cemetery associestion.

Ted Meckley told me that sometime during the year 2002 the
remaining members of the board of directors of the Bupp's Union
Cemetery Associstion resigned thelr offices and persons repre-
senting whst wes cslled Resurrection Church st Bupp's Union
succeeded them as directors. Nothing of this trensaction, he
assured me, was committed to writing st any time.

The account of this transsction as found in the November 23,
2002 edition of the York Daily Record reads as follows:

The association agreed to pive the building
to Resurrection as if the property was being p
generation to another, Meckley says. In retur

gation has promised to keep the building snd
good condition. ’
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Ted told me that all of the known records of the Bupp's Union
Cemetery Associstion were turned over to the new directors. He
was not certein  of the volume of these records, but believed
thet some of the documents were quite old. The monetary assets
of the association, consisting of » bank asccount snd seversl
certificates of deposit, were slso turned over.

The congregetion of Resurrection church at Bupp's Union did
not lest long. By esrly Mey 2006 there was a "for rent" sign in
a meetinghouse window. Several of the officers of the Americen
Cetholic church concerned with Bupp's Union are no longer
gffilisted with it,

In my August 10 letter to Ted Meckley, I expleined to him thet
the historicel committee of the Glettfelder Associstion wented
to determine whether there is = functioning Bupp's Union Cemetery
Associstion snd, if not, how it might be rerctivated. My
interview certeinly provided whet was for me some new informetion
on these topics. Interesting enough, without sny prompting on
my part, Ted told me thet he would be willing to contact some
of the church officiels still interested in Bupp's Union if we
sre interested in sttempting to resctivate the cemetery sssocistion
under new suspices. The only thing he would not be willing to
do 1s become a bosrd member agein, if only beceruse he has no
relatives ( a8t lerst known relatives) buried in the graveyard.
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Copy to Henry B. Lesder



